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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

OUR DEBT.

Rev J. S. Thompson
,
Beaver Falls, Pa.

Paul wrote to the Romans, “I am a

debtor.” Now, a debt is something owed.

It is an undischarged obligation. A
debtor is one who owes something. He
is one on whom there rests an undis-

charged obligation. Until that obligation

is discharged he remains a debtor. Paul

says, “I am a debtor—there is an undis-

charged obligation resting upon me.”

Most men do not care to speak about their

debts. They would rather it was not gen-

erally-known that they are in debt. But

here on the very first page of this letter

Paul writes, “I am a debtor.” Men
sometimes speak of their debts to try to

excite sympathy. But that was not why
Paul spoke of his debt. In the words, “I

am a debtor,” we have the key-note of his

life, so abounding in labors. There are

five questions suggested by these words:

1. To whom was he a debtor? He an-

swers, “Both to the Greeks and to the

Barbarians; both to the wise and to the

unwise.” The Greeks were those belong-

ing to the Greek nation, speaking the

Greek language. All who belonged to an-

other nation, and spoke another language,

the Greeks called Barbarians. The two
terms, therefore, Greek and Barbarian,

were inclusive of all nations, no matter

what might be their position, culture and
civilization. By the term wise was indi-

cated the cultured, the refined, the edu-

cated. By the term unwise was indicated

the uncultured, the unlearned, the unre-

fined. And the two terms were inclusive

of all social conditions and classes, from

the highest to the lowest. What Paul

meant to say, therefore, was that he was

debtor to all nations, and to all classes in

all nations.

2. What was the debt that he owed?
It was not pecuniary, but moral. It was

the gospel of the Son of God that he

owed to them. In recognition of this

debt he says in the following verse, “As
much as in me is, I am ready to preach

the gospel to you that are at Rome also.”

There were many reasons why he might

have felt unwilling to preach the gospel

at Rome. It would not be popular there.

It might involve him in trouble to preach

this gospel at the very seat of the Roman
Government. But recognizing the debt

that he owed to them of Rome he says,

“I am ready to preach the gospel to you

at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of

the gospel of Christ.” Under the sense

of this debt he wrote to. the Corinthians,

“Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is me
if I preach not the gospel.” So keen was

his sense of the obligation that was rest-

ing upon him that he could have no rest

except as he strove to his utmost to dis-

charge that debt. If he did not strive in

every possible way to discharge that debt,

how could he meet the day of accounts
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that was coming to him ? When the Lord

said to him, “I will send you far hence

unto the Gentiles,” he made him a debtor

to all the world. He owed the gospel to

the world.

3. How did he come to be a debtor to

all the world ? We generally consider

that one becomes a debtor to another by

receiving from him something of value,

and for which he is under obligation to

make him a return that will be in some

measure an equivalent for that which he

has received. When a note is written it

reads, “For value received I promise to

pay.” When a bill is rendered it reads,

“A. B., debtor: To merchandise, so

much.” Something of value has been re-

ceived for which the recipient is brought

under obligation, or is made to be in-

debted to the giver. How, had Paul re-

ceived anything from the Greeks and the

Barbarians, the wise and the unwise, by

which he was brought under obligation,

or rendered indebted to them? I answer

without hesitation that he had. Paul

was a man of learning and culture. He
was a finished scholar. The Greeks had

done much for the advancement of learn-

ing, and culture, and scholarship. They

helped to make possible his attainments

in scholarship and culture. They had

given him the very best that they pos-

sessed, and he was under obligation to

give them the very best that he possessed,

and that was the gospel of the Son of

God. And from the Barbarians he had

also received something. If they had not

contributed to his intellectual attain-

ments, they may have to his physical com-

fort and well-being. To them he was

also indebted, and he could only discharge

that debt by giving them the very best

that he had, the gospel of the Son of

God.

But there is another way in which one

may become a debtor, and this obligation

is of a higher type—that is by having

something committed to him in trust for

another. A man gives me a sum of

money to be given to another. I am
thereby brought under an obligation

—

made a debtor—and I can only be dis-

charged from that obligation by passing

the money over to the one for whom it

was intended. Or a man makes a will,

appointing a trustee for a certain amount
of money, to be applied in a certain man-
ner. That constitutes an obligation, an

indebtedness, which can only be dis-

charged as the terms of the trust are ful-

filled. Such a debt binds in two direc-

tions. It binds to him who committed

the money to your care, or appointed you

his trustee. You are bound to him, in

faithfulness to discharge that obligation,

by passing that money over to the one for

whom it was intended. You are bound

also to the one for whom that money was

intended, and you cannot be freed from

your indebtedness to him until you dis-

charge that obligation by passing the

money over to him.

How that is why Paul felt himself

debtor to all nations, and to all classes

in all nations. Jesus had committed the

gospel to him in trust for the world. He
was bound in fidelity to Jesus Christ to

pay that debt. He was bound in fidelity

to the world to pay that debt. That is

what he meant when he says, “Hecessity

is laid upon me; yea, woe is me if I

preach not the gospel.” That is what he

meant when he said, “As much as in me
is, I am willing to preach the gospel to

you that are at Rome also.” And you

remember how eager Paul was to go to

Rome, how he kept that ever before him,

how he planned for it, how he said,

“After I have accomplished certain other

things I must see Rome also.” It was

no mere curiosity that impelled him in

this desire; it was no desire merely to
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see its beauties, or to be quickened intel-

lectually by contact with its learning;

but because the burden of the gospel

was resting upon him. He was in debt

to them, and he must go and pay that

debt. And when he could not go as he

had hoped to go, a free man, in the enjoy-

ment of all his liberty, he was willing to

go a prisoner, and so he joyfully held out

his hands that the chains might be riveted

upon them, if thereby he might be en-

abled to fulfill his cherished desire by go-

ing to Rome. He was going to Rome to

pay the debt that he owed those who were

in Rome, and he went cheerfully, joy-

ously, triumphantly.

4. How did he discharge that debt that

rested upon him? He did it by continu-

ing to the very end of his life, striving

in every possible way, by voice and pen,

to give the gospel to all classes in all na-

tions. Read the history of Paul’s life,

and see how he discharged that debt; at

Tarsus, at Antioch, at Jerusalem, at

Ephesus, in Macedonia, at Athens, at

Rome, in Spain; as he preached in season

and out of season; as he used every law-

ful means to make disciples
;

as he

shrunk from no danger, and regarded no

opposition. His life was a most strenu-

ous one, and only when he had reached

the limit of his opportunity did he feel

that he had reached the limit of his obli-

gation. And indeed for the Christian op-

portunity and obligation are coextensive.

I see a man who is starving, and I have

that which will relieve his hunger. That

opportunity is the measure of my obliga-

tion. Paul said, “I am debtor to all na-

tions and to all classes in all nations be-

cause a great need rests upon them, and

I have that which will meet that need,

hence my opportunity measures my obliga-

tion, or my indebtedness.” They were

morally weak, and he had that which

would impart moral strength to them.

They were in spiritual darkness, and he

had that which would enlighten them.

They were in degradation, he had that

which would lift them out of that degra-

dation. What else could he do bu.t seek

every opportunity to impart to them that

which they so much needed, and which he

possessed? Necessity was laid upon him,

he must preach the gospel. He was in

debt, he must discharge that debt. Wher-

ever and whenever opportunity presented

itself, there he must respond. When his

way was shut up that he could not go into

Bythinia as he had planned, but in vision

he saw the man of Macedonia beckoning

him to come over and help them, that

was an opportunity, and there he must go

in an endeavor to discharge his indebted-

ness. He felt himself a debtor, and he

never sought to evade the debt. He could

have no rest except as he was doing all in

his power to pay that debt. Because he

so fully recognized his indebtedness, he

was in labors more abundant. Because

he recognized the righteousness of it, he

was ready to preach the gospel even at

Rome, as the only way in which he could

discharge that debt.

5. There is still another question, Was
Paul the only one who was ever brought

under that debt? And I answer that I

know of no method of reasoning by which

it can be shown that he was peculiar in

this respect. The debt rests upon the

Church to-day as certainly as it did upon

the Church in his day. She can never

be freed from that debt till she gives the

gospel to all the world. It rests upon the

individual Christian to-day as well as it

did upon Paul, and he can never be ab-

solved from it until he has reached the

limit of his opportunity in giving the

gospel to all classes in all nations.

We are indebted to the heathen world

because of what it has given to us. The

heathen world holds a note against us,.
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and it reads, “For value received, I

promise to pay.” The heathen world has

rendered its bill to us, and it reads, “The

Christian World, debtor: To many
things received.” Has China, for in-

stance, given us anything? Are we under

any obligation to China? Do we owe her

anything? China has given us the art of

printing; China has given us gunpowder,

the basis of all high explosives
;
China has

given us an example of reverence to

parents that is greatly needed in these

days
;
China has given many things to the

world
;
she has given us the very best that

she has, and we are under obligation to

give her the best that we have. And what

is true of China is true to some extent of

every heathen land. These lands have

given us the best that they could give, in

arts and manufactures, in the products of

their soil and the service of their people,

and we can only pay them the debt that

we owe them as we give them the very

best that we have, the gospel of the Son

of God.

But, after all, our debt to the heathen

world rests upon higher and more im-

perative grounds than these, namely, that

we have something in trust for the world,

and until we have given this to all the

world in all the fullness of its blessings,

we have not discharged our debt, but

must be held as debtors to the world.

That something that we hold in trust for

the world is the gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ. He has, as it were, made His

will, making over to the world the bless-

ings of His redemption, and He has

made us the trustees of this gift, and so

we are bound both to Him and to the

world to be faithful to that trust in pass-

ing it on to the world. He says, “Freely

ye have received, freely give.” He said,

“Go ye into all the world, and preach

the gospel unto every creature, making

disciples of every nation, and of all

classes in every nation.” He said, “Ye
shall be witnesses of these things, both in

Jerusalem, and in Judea, and in

Samaria, and unto the uttermost ends of

the earth.” Thus He has made us debtors

to every nation, and to all classes in every

nation, and that debt will never be dis-

charged until all the earth has seen the

salvation of our God. For all the world

we hold this gospel in trust, and so to all

the world we are debtors.

There are two claims that rest upon us

and that urge us to the discharge of this

obligation—claims that are eternal in

their nature—claims that rest upon every

generation from Paul down to the

present, and that will rest upon every

generation until this debt is discharged.

Some one has tersely stated these claims

as being fidelity and fairness. Fidelity,

that is the obligation that binds us to

God. Fairness, that is the obligation that

binds us to the world.

The first claim, therefore, that is to be

urged why we should discharge this debt

is fidelity. Jesus has made His will, and

He has appointed us trustees of that will.

It was not simply for ourselves, and our

children, and our land, that He gave us

the gospel, but it was for the whole

world. The direction that He gave was,

“Preach the gospel to every creature.”

The Christian world has been slow to

recognize this great truth. Our horizon

has been too narrow. We have lived so

near the earth that we have been able to

see only a little way beyond the dirt that

is beneath our feet. And so we have said,

“Am I my brother’s keeper? Do I owe

anything to the world ? 'What is it to me
if all the world beyond my narrow circle

does lie in the darkness of misery and

sin ?” But no such narrow limits bounded

the horizon of our Lord. To Him it was

the outside rim of the earth, and it em-

braced both the first and the last. When
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He was born the angels heralded the good

news. And for whom did they say this

good news was? For the Jew only?

No, but they sang, “We bring you good

tidings of great joy, which shall be unto

all people.” Again, Jesus said : “Where-

soever this gospel shall be preached

throiighout the whole world.” And
finally, as with uplifted hands He blessed

the disciples, He said : “Go ye into all

the world, and preach the gospel unto

every creature.” See where the horizon

touched ! Beginning at Jerusalem, it

could not rest there, but widened out un-

til not a foot of this earth was exempt.

And the commission that He gave

measures the debt under which we rest.

Even the disciples were slow to recognize

the breadth of their commission, and so

were disposed to confine their labors to

Jerusalem and vicinity. But all re-

sources are in the hands of Jesus Christ,

and so He permitted persecution to scat-

ter them, and then the record was that

“they went everywhere preaching the gos-

pel,” until Paul said that “the gospel had

been trumpeted throughout the whole

world.” But it has been said of the early

Church, that having won the fight she fell

into the sin of Sodom, “pride and fullness

of bread and abundance of idleness,” and

the result was the dark ages.

Has not God clearly enough marked
His displeasure against a Church that

has refused to pay this debt? To Abra-

ham God said : “I will bless thee, and

thou shalt be a blessing, and in thee shall

all nations of the earth be blessed ” That

certainly meant that Abraham and his

seed were trustees of the blessings that

God had for the world, and that they were

to pass these on until all the world had

been blessed. But they were not willing

to do it. You have not forgotten the

story of Jonah, of how unwilling he was

to carry a call to repentance to a people

outside the Israelitish nation, of how he

refused to go until God severely chas-

tised him, and then of how full of anger

he was when the people of Nineveh be-

lieved God and repented. You have not

forgotten how at a later day the people

listened to Paul until he spoke of turning

to the Gentiles, and then they refused to

listen any longer, but rushed upon him

and threw dust into the air, and like wild

beasts were ready to tear him to pieces.

And was not that a chief reason why God

removed the Jewish candlestick out of his

place, and left them to sink down into

darkness as it is to-day? They were not

faithful to their trust, they refused to pay

their debt, and God took the light away

from them. And when the early Chris-

tian Church forgot that lesson, and for-

got her commission; forgot that she was

the steward of. the mysteries of God, and

so ceased to pass on the blessing that she

had received; when, as someone has said,

“she turned her candle into a dark lan-

tern,” saying, “as long as I can see, what

need I care if the whole world does lie in

darkness,” God left her to sink down into

darkness and superstition. From the his-

tory of the dark ages the Church of to-

day ought to learn what it means for her

to refuse to pay her debt.

No one who reads the Gospels ought

to have any doubt either as to what

Christ meant to do for the world, or of

how He meant to do it. He said to the

disciples : “Ye are the light”—of what ?

Of your own homes? Of the Jews? No,

but “ye are the light of the world,” a

light that is to shine until the last man
has caught its ray and felt its cheer.

Until that has been done they who have

the light are debtors to the world. Again

He said, “Ye are the salt”—of what? Of

your families? No, but “of the earth.”

Wherever there is a mass that needs

seasoning, there they are to go. The
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deeper the darkness, the more the light is

needed.

Christ expects that those who have re-

ceived the gospel will be faithful to the

trust. When at last all come before the

Judge to give account, He will inquire of

them both as to what they have received

and how they have used it. They who

have known Him must give account to

Him of what they have done with that

knowledge. After all, the question for

each one of us is, “What shall I do with

Jesus who is called Christ?” We think

that is a question for those to whom He is

offered. But it is also a question for

those who have received Him. The ques-

tion is, Wi’l I do all in my power to give

Him to the world, to pay the debt that

rests upon me, or will I let that debt go

unpaid ? He has made us executors of

His will. What will we do with that

which we have in trust? “It is required

of stewards that they be found faithful.”

But a second claim that rests upon us,

urging us to discharge this debt, is fair-

ness. The gospel teaches us that the

bond of brotherhood is world-wide. “God

has made of one blood all nations of men
for to dwell upon the face of all the

earth.” We are proud of our Anglo-

Saxon blood, and call it the best blood

that flows in the veins of men to-day.

But if God’s word be true, the same blood

runs in the veins of the African and the

Asiatic that flows in ours. And who were

our ancestors, of whose blood we are so

proud ? They were pagans, worshipping

false gods. They were polytheists, wor-

shipping many gods. They worshipped

the Sun, the god of day. They worshipped

Thor, the god of thunder. Their temples

were filled with idols. Their altars were

stained with human blood. They were

devil worshippers, for “the things that

they sacrificed they sacrificed to devils.”

Practices as horrible as any that mark

heathenism to-day were common among
them. These were our ancestors. It is

well enough for us, who are proud of our

blood and our ancestors, to remember that

they were pagans, wild barbarians of the

North, until the missionaries came and

preached to them “the words of this life.”

It is told of one of the early missionaries

who came to the shores of England, and

wanted to preach to them the gospel of

the Son of God, that they did not know
whether to hear him or not. A great

crowd was gathered in a place of public

meeting to discuss whether they should

hear him. Some urged that he should

not be heard. At length an old man got

up and said: “Is life worth living? We
do not know. It is just as if a little bird

flew into your house out of the darkness,

circled around the room and then passed

out into the darkness again. We do not

know whence we came. We go out

into the darkness, but we do not know

where we go. If the stranger can tell us

anything, let him speak.” And the old

man’s counsel prevailed, and the mission-

ary stood up and told them the story of

the Christ and prayed them to be recon-

ciled unto God. That is where our Chris-

tianity began in foreign missions. And
does not fairness demand that we shall do

for others what others have done for us?

If others had not paid their debt to the

Barbarian, the unwise, where would our

boasted civilization have been? We, too,

would have been sitting in darkness and

in the region and the shadow of death, a

darkness as deep and as hopeless as any

that shrouds China, or India, or Africa.

Are there not millions upon the earth to-

day in the darkness of heathenism, but

have as good a right to the best that God

has given to the world as we have ? But

there is only one way by which they can

ever get it, and that is that those who

have it tell them of it. We are to-day the
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heirs of the sacrifices of others. They

paid their debt, we have entered into the

blessing. I need not speak of the horrors

of pagan religions, of the degradation of

womanhood, of the miseries of childhood,

of the hopelessness of life, of the despair

of death. It is enough that we know

Jesus, that we know what He has done

for the world, that we know what He is

to us. Does not our sense of fairness say,

“Pay your debt?”

Opportunity is obligation. The Church

is debtor to the whole world to give it the

gospel. Opportunity never was greater

than it is to-day. Obligation never was

weightier than it is at this moment.

Fifty years ago the Church was praying

for open doors. God has answered that

prayer, and opened the doors. Satan put

his hand upon the door of China and

sought to close it. But a mightier hand

rested upon the opposite side of that door,

and it is being opened wider than ever.

India is open as never before. By famine

God has recently opened more widely that

door. Even Korea, the hermit nation, is

waiting for the gospel. Ethiopia is

stretching out her hands unto God. It is

no longer a question of opportunity. God
has opened the doors.

And there are sons and daughters of

the Church who are ready to go. In the

colleges and seminaries of our land there

are many who have said that they will

hold themselves ready to go as soon as the

Church is ready to send them. There are

many others who in their modesty are

only waiting for the call of the Church,

and who would be glad to hear a voice

that would assure them that God is call-

ing them to that work. There seems to be

needed one thing more, the unlocking of

the treasures of the Church, the unlocking

of the hearts of those to whom God has

committed earthly treasure. The last few

years has seen larger gifts bestowed than

ever before. True, most of these large

gifts have been for educational and

benevolent purposes. But the treasures

are being unlocked, the streams are be-

ginning to flow. Shall we not pray that

they shall be more and more deflected in-

to missionary channels? God holds the

hearts of all men in His hand, and He is

able to turn them even as the rivers of

waters are turned. India’s cry for bread

a few years ago touched the hearts of

Christendom, and brought many generous

responses. Will not the far more agoniz-

ing cry for the bread of life bring far

more generous responses when once it is

heard? When the Church comes to fully

recognize her debt, and is ready to join

the chorus with Paul, “I am debtor both

to the Greek and to the Barbarian, both

to the wise and to the unwise, and I am
ready as much as in me is to preach the

gospel to every one who has it not,” it

will not be long until the ends of the earth

shall see the salvation of God.

The superintendent of the money-order system of the United States Post Office

Department states that more than $6,000,000 were sent out of this country by donors
as Christmas gifts during the month of December, 1902. This is about $1,000,000
more than all the Christian people of the whole nation gave for Foreign Missions dur-

ing the whole year.— Missionary Intelligencer.

Into the dark land of India William Carey entered as the first missionary in 1793.

To-day more than 3,000,000 Christians are found in this land, and Christianity is

growing more rapidly than any other religion.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.

Suadia, Syria.—The following items

are from Miss Cunningham under date of

April 8:

We are all well here and work is going

on as usual in every department Once

in a while there is a little disturbance

made about the Fellaheen attending our

school, but it usually subsides in a few

days. We had one of these little outbursts

not long ago and six or seven of the boys

had to leave, but they are all back again.

The Governor said the trouble was among

themselves and not from him, and that he

had to give the order when they com-

plained to him. There are at present

thirty girls and seventy boys in the two

schools. The Sabbath services have been

well attended all year. The children had

to sit on a mat on the. platform to make
room for the people. There has been no

falling off in the attendance. Owing to

sickness in Mr. Dodds’ family, we had no

communion. We all regret deeply their

departure, but trust that it may result in

restoration to health. We rejoice

to know that we are not to be without

a minister in Suadia, and hope that Rev.

C. A. Dodds will be greatly blessed in his

work here. The women’s meeting has

also made a record attendance this year.

Many hundreds have been treated in the

clinic and many sick visited in their

homes. The teachers have one and all

been faithful in the discharge of their

duties, and the members, although much
decreased in numbers, have shown their

love in their liberality out of their pover-

ty. Many of them have left for Mersina,

Aleppo and other places for work, and we
hope they will carry the gospel with them.

Of the Fellaheen girls, one was married

to a Fellah to whom she was engaged be-

fore uniting with us; another the father

will not allow to come to any of the ser-

vices, and a third was married in our

church here to one of the teachers in the

boys’ school. We trust that God will bless

the seed sown in this valley and give a

great and glorious harvest to the praise of

His holy name.

Alexandrktta, Syria.—A private let-

ter to Mrs. Sommerville from Mrs. S. H.

Kennedy contains an item of special in-

terest, which we have permission to print

:

Our work was going on nicely till Jan-

uary, when the officials called up our chief

men and told them they would send them

to prison in chains if they continued to

attend our services. We were strictly

within the law, and they could not say

anything to us, but began on the people

themselves. Mr. Kennedy went to the

officials, but soon saw there was nothing to

be gained from them unless he gave a

bribe. He was determined not to do this,

and went off to Aleppo. They thought he

was going to make a complaint against

them and they were prepared to defend

their action. But he simply applied for a

permit to open a school. * * He was in

Aleppo nearly six weeks before he was able

to satisfy them on all points, but he finally

secured a good permit for both a primary

and a high school. The interest here grew

very intense before he returned, and peo-

ple were very fearful that he would not be

successful. I received a telegram that he

was coming and had the permit. Men
left their work and went away to meet

him six hours before there was any possi-

ble hope of his being here. Many earnest

prayers had been offered and we felt it to

be a direct answer to prayer.
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It was after dark Saturday when Mr.

Kennedy reached home, and so tired, but

nevertheless on Sabbath we opened our

doors and began services again. * * We
thought it would take some time before

the people would regain confidence, but

they came right out and there has been a

steady increase at the services ever since.

Last Sabbath the house was about full,

and at the prayer meeting Thursday even-

ing we had twenty-six grown persons. So

we are feeling very thankful and wonder-

fully encouraged in our work. Every-

thing wears a promising look.

Mersina, Asia Minor.—A postal from

Rev. R. J. Dodds, dated April 18th, in-

forms us that he was in Tarsus the pre-

vious Sabbath, preached twice to good

audiences and held two evangelistic ser-

vices in two different houses. On Monday

he rented a house for next year, better

suited for the work than the Mission has

been able to secure for some time. This

he regards as a token of the Divine favor.

Cyvrus.—A letter from Rev. C. A.

Dodds, dated April 13th, contains items of

interest

:

Dr. Moore and family left this after-

noon for America. * * * I arrived in

Larnaca a week ago to-day, a week later

than I expected, owing to a change in

steamer schedules. Dr. Moore had given

over expecting me, and was away with his

family to Famagusta. They returned,

however, that evening, and we arranged

for communion here yesterday. We had

preparatory preaching services Friday and

Saturday and communion on Sabbath.

There were two accessions. The confusion

of tongues here is something of a draw-

back. Excepting on Sabbath evening,

when I preached an English sermon, I

had one interpreter (Turkish) all the

time and part of the time had two.

Mr. Kassolian and wife, of Famagusta,

had intended to present themselves as can-

didates for admission to the church here,

had we held a communion at Famagusta,

but they could not come to Larnaca.

Dr. Moore took me to Nicosia last

Wednesday. Hosanna, daughter of our

Armenian pastor, Haratine Sarkissian,

conducts a school there. She appears to

be a teacher of excellent qualities and an

earnest Christian. Her father and

mother came down with us to the com-

munion services.

Cyprus is not far from Latakia, but

the conditions are so different that it

seems like another world. I am delighted

to learn that Rev. and Mrs. W. McCarroll

are to come to the island. I trust that no

untoward providence may prevent their

coming.

The Church has in Dr. Moore, in my
opinion, a missionary of whom it has no

reason to be ashamed. He evidently has

good command of Greek and also under-

stands enough of both Arabic and Turkish

for conversational purposes. He is

straightforward, kind and tactful, fearless

in declaring the whole counsel of God, re-

sourceful and energetic in his work; has

sound judgment, is fair and firm in his

dealings with employes and all others,

and has the reputation of being a physi-

cian of more than ordinary ability.

Every one will agree with Mr. Dodds in

expressing the hope that Dr. Moore will

soon return to Cyprus, where there is such

pressing need of his services as missionary

physician.

New Hebrides.—A letter from Dr. J.

G. Paton, published in Quarterly Jottings

for April, contains, among other things,

the following items

:

I greatly enjoyed our evangelistic work

on Malekula and Uripiv some months ago.
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There is much to encourage us on those

islands. Many schools and teachers or-

ganized, and with the Divine Blessing the

foundation laid, we hope, for a blessed

work in the conversion of many thousands

of heathens.

The converts at the Mission stations

have built a Christian village in which

they live. All are clothed. They begin and

close every day with praise and prayer,

and are very happy with each other, giv-

ing a daily object lesson to the heathen

of the joy and peace of Christianity.

To their village they welcome all new

converts, teach them and help to protect

them
;
and if they resolve to live there, all

unite and assist in building a new house

for them after a given plan on straight

streets running parallel with each other,

and with streets also at right angles. All

houses built on strong wood foundations,

wattled and plastered with lime, and

whitewashed. The cottages are neat and

are all kept clean. A great contrast to the

heathen villages. The village is on a

healthy site bought for the purpose, near

the Mission House, so that they may have

the help and advice of the missionary in

all difficulties raised by the heathen, and

may also help the missionary in his work,

and receive his constant teaching and care.

A letter from the missionary at Lenakel,

Tanna, written October 30th, 1902, is full

of interesting items. After describing the

difficulty with which two warring chiefs

were persuaded to make peace, he adds

:

“It was too good an opportunity to be lost,

and we urged the claims of the gospel of

peace upon them. After I had said a lit-

tle, Lomai and Iavis spoke, and then an

old man who had lately joined the worship

spoke very earnestly, pleading with them

to leave the things of darkness and trust

in God. We trust and pray that the out-

come of the meeting may be a further

accession to our ranks. * * *

“Lomai, our faithful and untiring

friend, was with me and we held a service

with the people. Afterwards Lomai

pointed out to me a man besmeared all

over with war paint and a naked savage.

For sixteen years that man had been in

Queensland, and had been baptized, and

now he was back on Tanna a savage

heathen ! I spoke to the man, but he was

quite indifferent. He said he had a Bible

in his hut, and on my asking him to bring

it, he opened the book at the 15th chapter

of John and began to read:
f
I am

the true vine.’ When he came to the

words, ‘Every branch in Me that beareth

not fruit,’ I solemnly warned him of his

dreadful position, and I trust the words

may be used to bring him back to the fold.

He had returned from Queensland only a

little while before we came here. There

are many such on Tanna.”

Read another extract : “Mr. Car-

ruthers, who used to be with Mr. Forlong,

recently paid us a ten days’ visit. To-

gether we went to Lopilpil, an outside sta-

tion at the northern boundary. To save a

teacher’s wife a long tiring walk we went

in the boat. A big sea was running, and

we had great difficulty in landing the

woman on the way. Getting the boat

ashore was risky, but getting out again

was worse. A huge wave almost swamped

us, but by great exertion at the oars we

rose on the wave before it broke and so

got away.

“At Lopilpil the teachers and people

heartily welcomed us. The work was in

a most encouraging state. We announced

a magic lantern exhibition for the next

evening, and camped in the church for

the night. In the night a sudden sur-

prise came to Mr. C., when his hammock

ropes broke and bumped him mercilessly

on the hard floor. I had no sleep, and

rose at midnight to join the teachers, who

were still talking.
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“At daylight we started inland to the

village where Mr. Frank Paton’s life

was attempted, and the faithful Nu-

manian was martyred. The place was

quite deserted, though once a large village.

Further on, however, we came to a village

with about forty natives. The people

gathered and listened earnestly to several

short addresses. When Lomai spoke his

face fairly beamed with joy. Afterwards

he said : ‘My heart very glad to-day. We
have tried to come here for a long time.

Rumanian was shot here and Mr. Paton

nearly shot, too, and now we have made

school for the first time.’

“The news of the magic lantern meet-

ing in the evening brought the people out.

All those able to walk accompanied us.

A savage said : ‘Me take you Lopilpil by

another fellow road and you look all place

good.’ And he brought us to the top of a

hill from which we had a glorious view of

nearly the whole of Tanna and the adja-

cent islands. But we had not bargained

for the next experience. Our only way

down was by an almost perpendicular

precipice. As I was cautiously descend-

ing, clinging to rocks and roots, one big

savage shouted to Lomai, ‘Which way him
he fright go down mountain, and him he

no fright go along bush all place.’ An-

other naked warrior, bedaubed with paint

of every hue, offered to carry me—but I

declined with thanks.

“Arrived at Lopilpil we were overjoyed

to find a great crowd awaiting us—some

having come long distances. In the after-

noon we attended to the sick. No fewer

than thirty presented themselves—some

for medicine and many with bad sores to

be dressed. The supply of bandages was

insufficient, and some cases had to stand

over. One poor little girl had a fearful

ulcer. I begged her mother to allow the

child to go with us to Lenakel for treat-

ment. To our joy she consented, and

since then, under careful treatment, the

ulcer is healing rapidly and the little girl

can walk. (

“Long before sundown the church clear-

ing was crowded. From far inland many
had traveled, some, I believe, not out of

mere curiosity to see the magic lantern,

but with the soul-thirsting desire to know
more about Jesus and His love. The tom-

tom sounded and there was a rush inside.

In less than ten minutes upwards of two

hundred human beings had wriggled and

squeezed into that little church. It was a

close, sultry night in the tropics, and the

temperature and atmosphere inside may
be better imagined than described ! For

three solid hours they remained huddled

and perspiring, all eyes and ears, while I

explained the beautiful Bible pictures

—

Lomai interpreting. I need hardly say we

did not lose that great opportunity of

preaching Christ.

“It was too late for any to return home

through the bush, so our visitors camped

out for the night, each group sleeping

round a fire—with a cocoa-nut leaf for a

bed and a good solid block of wood for a

pillow. At dawn we had a big school, and

then we bade them farewell. We sent

teachers and others to Lenakel by boat,

but Mr. Carruthers, Lomai and I decided

to walk home. Four and a half hours’

tramping brought us to Loanbakel, and

there we found the horses which Mrs.

Anderson had sent to meet us, and so

reached home.”

India.

—

The following items are taken

from the Annual Report of Work in India

for 1902, as published in the Canadian

Presbyterian Record for April:

“To the poor the gospel is preached.”

In the forefront of evangelistic effort

stands the work of street-preaching. We
have schools for the children, college and

other lectures for the developing youth-
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and regular services for those who come to

them. But to reach the mass of the people

there is only one way open, that of the

open-air address. For many listen here

who would not darken the door of a

church, or compromise themselves by at-

tending a stated service. In the street

crowd all classes are to be found, though

the proportion of the poorer and lower

classes is naturally greater. The history

of most of our stations is a story of unre-

mitting endeavor to reach the throngs in

bazaar and mohulla. And such effort

must win in the end. Those who have

pursued it must feel most its value and

power, and have most confidence in its

issue.

“In Dliar,” Mr. Bussell reports, “the

city streets have been the scene of daily

effort. After spending the morning in a

neighboring village, the catechists have

gathered each afternoon at some fixed

place in the bazaar or one of the mohullas.

We have seldom failed to gather together

a large number of people, especially in the

bazaar, and have had, as a rule, marked

attention, with a minimum of disturb-

ance.

“We are glad to find the interest in the

gospul on the increase. The attitude of

the people, which in past years was first

hostile, then indifferent, has undergone

another change, and we have every reason

to hope that the daily presentation of the

claims of the truth is having its effect

upon their hearts. It is encouraging to

see among the daily groups of hearers a

number of the better educated class, who,

as a rule, are not ready to stand in the

street and listen to preaching.”

Air. F. H. Bussell says of the Church at

Dliar: “It is with great joy that we

record not only an increase in our num-
bers during the year, but also a steady ad-

vance in other respects. The attendance

upon all services has been very encourag-

ing, and the people have been unremitting

in their care for the financial and other

interests of the Church.

“All of those who have joined us dur-

ing the year have followed the example

furnished by the other members of the

congregation in giving a tenth of their

income to the work of the Church. There

has been a marked growth, especially in

the younger members of the congregation,

of whom there was a large accession to

full membership during the year. In all

40 were added to the roll, 34 being chil-

dren from our orphanages. It has been a

cause for deep gratitude that so many of

these have, of their own accord, asked to

be received, and have given such evident

proof of their fitness. There were 33

baptisms, of whom four Avere adult

Hindus and 26 orphan children on pro-

fession.

“One of the encouraging features of the

Church work of the past year has been the

large number of outsiders present at all

the services.

“One of the most regular attendants

has been a young man of good caste, a

teacher in the High School, who has sel-

dom missed any of the Sabbath meetings

or the Wednesday service. He has not in-

frequently been accompanied by his wife

and child, which is not a usual thing

among these people, and was in itself an

encouraging sign.

“I had many conversations with him be-

fore he left us recently for his home in

Gujerat. He is a clever fellow, with a

knowledge of three languages, and of

earnest spirit. His conversations showed

that he was having a hard struggle, and

step by step he came nearer decision.

“Finally he asked me to baptize him

secretly, i. e., without the knowledge of

the heathen, though he was quite willing

that it should be before the church. He
told me that bis wife would not object to
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this, but that if he became openly a con-

fessed Christian, he would be separated

from his own people, and she, too, would

leave him.

“It was a hard case, and I sympathized

with him keenly. lie has had to return to

his home, but writes me that he is attend-

ing the Mission church there, which he

had never done before, and he hopes to

return here shortly, when he may be

finally brought to open confession.”

Africa.

—

The love for the Bible is one

of the most marked traits of the people of

Uganda. A missionary writes : “A chief

who has gone to build a church in a dis-

tant part of the land, where one is much

needed, will receive no earthly reward for

his labor, but I promised him that when

he had finished I would give him a Bible,

the better to teacli his people, and he was

overcome with joy. Friends at home

would be surprised to know how much

they deny themselves clothes and other

things that they may get books. Two of

the porters who were with us on a recent

itineration, when they received their well-

earned wage, returned the whole of it to

me that they might buy a testament,

prayer book, etc.; and this is no uncom-

mon case.”

The kingdom of Bunyoro has been

under the sovereignty of a very weak and

incompetent ruler, and by a revolution

which was altogether peacefully conducted

by the big chiefs, the old king has been

set aside and a new one elevated to the

post. The new man is described “as full

of power as a chief and leader of men, and

above all a most devoted servant of Christ.

There is no one in the whole of Bunyoro

who has done more for the advancement

of Christ’s kingdom throughout the coun-

try than Andereya, who has now been

made king in the place of his brother. He

is a most zealous worker, and always ready

to fill a gap, or walk eight to ten miles on
Sabbath to take a service in a little village.

Constantly he did this, and it was delight-

ful to hear him give a report of his Sab-

bath visits to those places. He always went

quite alone, and would start off in the

early morning, talk to the people in the

village and collect them together, then

have a short service with them, bid them
good-by, and commence his lonely tramp
home, full of heartfelt joy at having done
the Master’s will.”

The Barotse countries on the upper
waters of the Zambesi will doubtless soon

be settled by many Europeans. Reports

come of a steamer having been launched

above the Victoria Falls,and Europeans are

coming in search of mineral wealth. The
railroad is in process of construction from
Buluwayo to a point near the Victoria

Falls, and it has been said that the British

South African Company has invited the

British Association to meet at Victoria

Falls in 1905. It is not quite clear

whether this invitation is given seriously,

but it certainly will not be an impossi-

bility for a meeting of European savans

in this section of Africa two years hence.

Some letters given in the Mission World
for January tell of the return of Lew-
anika, the Barotse king, from England,

whither he went to attend the coronation

of King Edward. It is pleasant to learn

that this monarch, for whom M. Coillard

and the other French missionaries have

had so much anxiety, has returned to his

people unspoiled by his trip. It is said

that neither he nor any of his party

touched any intoxicating drink while ab-

sent from their home, and that their con-

duct was in all respects exemplary.

Lewanika himself * seems to have been

much softened in temper by the ex-

periences through which he has passed.
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and the French missionaries will take new scionsly or unconsciously, been a great

heart in this change which seems to have hindrance to their work.—Missionary

come over the one who has, either con- Herald.

Bulletin No. 1 of Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions has this to say about

Syria : The railroad from Bierut to Hamath has been opened. It should facilitate

intercourse, and therefore aid missionary work. Emigration from Syria continues.

In the five months from April to September, 1,300 left Tripoli, most of them to come

to the United States. As it is the Christians who largely emigrate, this makes the

proportion of Moslems in the country greater than ever.

The new Governor of the Lebanon, Muzaffer Pasha, has shown himself specially

friendly to Americans. The outlook for greater liberty in the Lebanon work, and

especially among the Maronites, is very hopeful.

The educational work in Syria grows apace. “ The eyes of all Syrians are turned

toward Protestant missionaries as the educators of their sons and daughters, and the

problem is how to rightly improve this precious opportunity without in any degree

lessening our more direct evangelical work.”

The Syria Mission has appointed a committee to represent the Mission at the

great Sabbath-school conference to be held at Jerusalem in 1904.

One small village on the Kucheng district in China, where there were no Christians

at the beginning of last year, now reports that there remain only four of the thirty

families who have not accepted the gospel. A patient returning home from the

Kucheng Methodist Hospital was heard to say :
“ It is impossible for one to go to

the hospital and not become a Christian, because everybody is so good to you and

everything is done for your comfort.” One place to which the gospel was carried

this year has now seventy probationers and a Sabbath attendance of one hundred.

At another point the new converts have already undertaken the full support of their

pastor and have raised $300 toward building a chapel, for which they have given

in addition a splendid site. One hundred and thirteen thousand people heard the

gospel last year from the lips of Bible women in the Foochow conference, China.

During the year new work has been opened on the Yenping district at two walled

cities of twenty thousand each. Already these two churches are nearly on a self-

supporting basis and there are great prospects of fruitful results in both places.

In Uganda there are 1,070 church buildings, to seat 126,881, and the average

Sabbath attendance is 52,471—all this in a country where the first baptism took place

only twenty years ago .—The Mission World.

receive at the hands of the Russian Govern-Indignant at the treatment the Jews

ment, Joaquin Miller pens these lines :

Who taught you tender Bible tales

Of honey-lands, of milk, and wine

;

Of happy, peaceful Palestine,

Of Jordan’s holy harvest vales ?

Who gave the patient Christ ? I say,

Who gave your Christian creed? Yea, yea,

Who gave your very God to you ?

Your Jew ! Your Jew ! Your hated Jew !
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AT HOME.

Brooklyn, N. Y.—Dr. R. C. Mont-

gomery assisted at our communion on

last Sabbath (May 3). We had an ac-

cession of five. Since our last com-

munion we have lost by death Mrs. Mar-

garet Hamilton and Mr. Thomas M.

Brown. They both died full of hope in

God.

W. McLeod George.

The Presbytery of New York met in

the Monroe Street Reformed Presbyterian

Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., Tuesday, May
12th, 1903. The attendance was very

small. Five of the leading congregations

were not represented by either ministers

or elders, and three other congregations

sent no elders. The business was largely

routine, the only item of public interest

being the licensure of Mr. John Yates, of

Walton, N. Y. The venerable Dr. N. R.

Johnston presented a letter of transfer

from Philadelphia Presbytery, and his

name was placed on the roll.

The ladies of the congregation enter-

tained the Presbytery with dinner at the

home of Elder Samuel Carmichael, 322

Madison Street.

About the middle of the afternoon Pres-

bytery adjourned to meet at West Hebron,

Tuesday, October 20th, at 11 a. m.

Chicago.—By request of a friend of

Missions, who lives many miles from Chi-

cago, I state for the columns of Olive

Trees a few facts concerning the

Covenanter Congregation of Chicago,

which I learned while assisting the pastor,

the Rev. Robert Clarke, in communion

services. I was gratified to see the attend-

ance and interest manifested in all the

services.

The congregation is not large—only 42

members—but this is a net gain of 12

since the organization. The officers have

their discouragements. One discourage-

ment is the transient character of many
of the members. While 47 persons have

united with the congregation in the last

five years, 35 have removed from the

bounds. Another cause of grief, and of

discouragement as well, is that members

of the R. P. Church, some of them sons

of church officers, spend months in Chi-

cago and seldom, if ever, enter their place

of worship. A difficulty, if not a discour-

agement, is the unsuitableness and insuf-

ficiency of the room they occupy—a store-

room of limited capacity, with no sugges-

tion of a place of worship about it except

a card hung in the window.

If the congregation in Chicago has its

.discouragements, it has also encourage-

ments. There are loyal Covenanters who

go to Chicago in search of employment;

most of them young people, who search

out the little flock and identify with it in

every good work. There are some who

had wandered from the fold for a season

who have come back and are rejoicing in

their first love. There are those who were

formerly members of other churches who

have looked in on this little flock and have

become interested in it because of the zeal

and activity of its members, have studied

the principles for which it stands, have

accepted them and have identified them-

selves with the people. Most of the six-

teen who united with the congregation

during the past year were of this class.

Some who had never been connected with

any church before have united with the

congregation and have been baptized.

There were three adult baptisms last year.

Few of the congregations of the Church

will report as many adult baptisms.

The congregation is doing noble work

among the children of careless and God-

less ones in the community. Their Sab-

bath school, with an enrollment of 180,
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has 154 Mission scholars. There are also

Chinamen receiving instruction. The day

I was there there were 14 in the class.

There is also a Home Department class of

46. Some of the scholars of the morning

school remain for services and return

again in the evening. iSTot unfrequentlv

every seat is occupied at the evening ser-

vice.

The pastor is greatly loved by the peo-

ple. He went to them from the seminary

two years ago and entered on the work

with all the ardor of youth and the zeal of

a consecrated life, and has won the people

by his ability and activity coupled with

his geniality. He has shown himself- well

adapted to draw young people to the Sab-

bath school and the church services and to

hold them.

The congregation is a unit in all its

efforts. They have a beautiful lot paid

for, a short distance from their present

location, have raised some money for the

erection of a house of worship, but need

considerable more. The writer believes

that with the help of the Church to secure

a suitable church building and the bless-

ing of God on their efforts, there is a

bright day before the congregation of

Chicago.

C. D. Trumbull.

Morning Sun, Iowa.

Kansas City, Mo.—

R

eport of the L.

M. Society connected with Kansas City

Congregation : As we look back on the

year closing with March, 1903, we are glad

to feel that our society has been privileged

to do some work to help forward the cause

of Missions. Our membership is small,

but we have had an average attendance of

eight at our meetings. We have held

twelve regular meetings and five extra

meetings. Our regular meetings are all-

day sessions, the time not occupied by the

business meeting being utilized in sewing.

The extra meetings were half-day meet-

ings for sewing. Five of our meetings

have been held in the church and the

others in the homes of the members. A
pleasant feature of three of our meetings

was that the oldest member of our society.

Airs. David Boyd, was able to meet with

us. Although permitted to meet with us

but seldom, she retains an active interest

in the work of the society, and is always

ready to do her part of the work in finish-

ing off garments which the society make
and send her to finish.

The principal work for the year has

been the making of garments, piecing and

making comforts, etc., for a box which we

packed and sent to the Southern Mis-

sion. We have also made aprons, clothes-

pin bags, and other articles for which we

found ready sale. We have paid on sub-

scription $35.00 to our pastor’s salary.

The amount of moneys received and ex-

pended by the society is as follows:

Receipts.

Balance $ .98

Dues 39.55

Donations 2.00

Sewing 6.65—$49.18

Expenditures.

Pastor’s salary $35.00

Denver Society 1.00

Material, etc 12.31—$48.31

Balance on hand 87

Value of box sent to Southern

Mission $35.00

Let us heed the exhortation of Paul in

Phil, iii., 13-14: “This one thing I do,

forgetting those things which are behind,

and reaching forth unto those things

which are before, I press toward the mark

for the prize of the high calling of God

in Christ Jesus.”

Mrs. J. Adams, President,

Mrs. W. R. Marvin, Secretary.

Newburgh, N. Y.—We clip the follow-
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ing item from a local paper and congratu-

late our brother on his long and success-

ful ministry:

The Rev. J. R. Thompson, D.D., pastor

of Westminster Church, was licensed to

preach on April 19, 1852. He has there-

fore been a minister of the Gospel for

fifty-one years. There were no special ser-

vices at I)r. Thompsons church yesterday,

but he engaged in “week of prayer” work.

This week will, as before announced,

at the request of the American Sabbath

School Union, be devoted to prayer for

the better observance of the Lord’s Day.

Dr. Thompson yesterday spoke of the need

of a better observance, not only in the in-

terests of religion, but in the interests

of those who are obliged to work on Sab-

baths. He pointed out the divine com-

mand to rest on the Sabbath, but said that

aside from this the day should be one of

rest from actual physical toil.

The Rev. Dr. Thompson was born in

Newburgh. He was graduated from the

New York University in 1847. He en-

tered the Reformed Presbyterian Sem-

inary in Cincinnati and was licensed to

preach four years later. He became pas-

tor of Westminster Church in 1856.

New Concord, 0.—Report of Treas-

urer of Ladies’ Missionary Society of R.

P. Church, New Concord, 0., for year

ending April, 1903

:

Receipts.

Amount brought forward $ .50

Fees collected 36.50

Donations of money 4.45

Donations of goods 12.00

Thank offering 17.35

Total $70.80

Disbursements.

To Contingent Fund $10.00

“ Denver L. M. S 2.00

“ Miss Clark 4.00

To Pastor’s salary $15.00

“ Selma to assist in furnishing

Teachers’ Home 5.00

“ Domestic Missions 5.00

“ Latakia 17.00

“ Dry Goods Store 66

Donations of goods valued at 12.00

Total disbursements 70.66

Balance in treasury 14

$70.80

Mrs. May M. Samson,

Treasurer.

New York.

—

Since the spring com-

munion the Second Congregation of New
York has received another call to vigi-

lance. On Wednesday, April 22, 1903,

Wm. Robinson was taken away. Born of

Christian parents in the north of Ireland,

August, 1850, he came to this country

about twenty years ago. April 4, 1887, he

and his wife confessed their faith in

Christ, and were received into the full

communion of the Church. To him death

was a great blessing. He had taken

Christ to be his personal Saviour, and the

words in which he voiced his reliance,

“Jesus my hope and my strength,” were

the source of all the comfort that sus-

tained him during weeks of depressing

feebleness. In that brief yet pregnant

phrase is wrapped up everything that the

bereaved family need to cheer and support

in the hour of their deep sorrow. It is

light breaking through the clouds. Jesus

was his hope of present salvation. To re-

ly on Him was to rely on One who could

say, “Your sins are all forgiven you.”

Jesus was his “hope and strength” in pros-

pect of death. Even when feeling unmis-

takably the token of his approaching end

he was at rest. I can well believe that,

when Wm. Robinson said to me, less than

a week before the hour came, “A day or



178 News of the Churches.

two will decide the matter,” his mind was

dwelling on the precious fact that, what-

ever the issue of this tangled life, what-

ever the fate of the earthly and material,

there is One Who has gone before to pre-

pare a place for the weary children of

God; and we can joyously. wait for a voice

that, even in the darkest moment, will say,

“Fear not, for I am with thee.” Jesus

was his “hope and strength” while under

trial. Many lonely hours did Wm. Robin-

son spend in the hospital so far as the so-

ciety of relatives and friends was con-

cerned. But those were hours of com-

munion with the Saviour that enriched

his Christian experience. He was in great

weakness, but he could say, “Jesus my
strength.” He found grace to help in his

hour of need by going for it to the throne

of grace. On Saturday, less than four

days before he died, he seemed inclined to

sleep. After prayer he said : “I heard

every word you said,” and then added,

“Even if I am sleeping when you call and

do not seem to hear, never go out without

prayer.” The same grace that sustained

him is pledged to sustain those who are

left behind, and it is to be found in the

same way. “Call upon Me in the day of

trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou shalt

glorify Me.”

A writer tells the story of the rose of Jericho—how it flourisheth in lack of all things

wherein plants delight—in the hot desert, in the rocky crevices, by the dusty wayside,

in the rubbish heap. Even more, the fierce sirocco tears it from its place and flings

it far out upon the ocean, and there, driven by the storms and tossed by the salt waves,

it still lives and grows. So should we grow in any and all circumstances, where we

may be cast—in sorrow, in hardship, in misfortune, in suffering. A deathless life is

in us, and we should be unconquerable. Christ is with us
;
Christ’s life is in us

;

nothing should be allowed to rush us. Live near the heart of Christ and the world’s

power will not hurt you, nor the world’s darkness dim your soul’s light.

—J.R. Miller
,
D. D.—

A Christian woman who had just finished reading Huxley’s “Lite and Letters,”

was asked with some anxiety, by a friend, whether her faith had suffered any eclipse

under the shadow of a mind so brilliant, so keen, so witty and so utterly unbelieving

as the great scientist’s.

“Oh, no,” she answered, earnestly; “my need went so much deeper than any-

thing Professor Huxley had to offer me. I was like a lost child looking for its

mother, to whom some one insists upon showing a piece of her skillful embroidery
;

what would that mother’s handiwork matter to the agonized little child until it was

safe in the loving arms, its head pillowed on the warm bosom that it was seeking ?

“And what are all the marvels of God’s creation to me, though Professor Huxley

sets them forth as no one ever saw them before, unless I have found Him for whom
my soul longs unspeakably, the Lord my God, my Father, my Friend, my Saviour !

”

— Wellspring.

The bitterest tears shed over graves are for words left unsaid and deeds left

undone. “ She never knew how I loved her.” “ He never knew what he was to me.”

“ I always meant to make more of our friendship.” Such words are the poisoned

arrows which cruel death shoots backward at us from the door of the sepulchre.

—II. B. Stowe.
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GUINES, CUBA.
—The following paper is a letter from

Bev. A. Waldo Stevenson, addressed

March 31st, 1903, to Miss Mabel Doig,

Chairman of the Missionary Committee

of the Christian Endeavor Society con-

nected with the Second Church, New
York. Olive Trees is glad to give it

wider circulation.

—

A LITTLE GLIMPSE INTO THE WORK.

If I can succeed in giving you and the

members of your Society a little glimpse

into our work from week to week, it may
help to give an idea of what is occurring,

I suppose, in every Mission station in the

island of Cuba. I will accompany the

letter with a few photographs, which may
give a better idea of some of our work

than I might give by writing many para-

graphs. I sent last week a number of

photographs to the Women’s Board of our

Church in New York, so that I only have

these three. But later I may be able to

send you some more prints, in case you

should wish to get one of the small book-

lets for mounting photos of this size and
to keep them for reference in connection

with other letters I may be able to send

you from time to time.

In one of these pictures you will look

into the faces of some of the scholars and
teachers in connection with our Sabbath
school. It was difficult to arrange an op-

portune time when we could get all the

children together for a picture, so that in

this photo you will see only about half

of the regular attendants. It really

shows only about one-fourth of the

whole number who come under the influ-

ence of the school, but some of whom at-

tend very irregularly. Those who attend

with a degree of regularity are about
eighty, of which the average attendance

each Sabbath is between fifty and sixty.

One of the brightest boys in the picture

is Pedro Hernandez, who has missed just

one day from the Sabbath school since it

was organized. His sister is also a

teacher in the Sabbath school. Just a

few days behind in the record of attend-

ance are Cesar and Mario Zamora and

their three sisters, while the oldest sister

is also a teacher in the school. There is

not space to tell of the many other fami-

lies from the same class of refined and

educated people who are almost as regular

in their attendance on all the services,

and whose children seldom fail in being

in their places on Sabbath morning. But

I must also mention Mr. Antonio Senti,

the relation of whose conversion would

make an interesting story in itself. As
regularly as the hour comes around on

Sabbath morning he is at my right hand
as assistant and as a teacher in one of the

classes. He is also one of our brother-

hood of men—small in number—but who
meet every Sabbath to pray for the con-

version of other men. Seldom is the

light put out in his house before the hour
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of midnight, when lie and his mother

study together the precious Word which

lias only come to their ears and into their

hands for the first time within the past

year. How little many of us appreciate

this privilege which we have had all our

lives. This young man has now just one

idea, one ambition in his life—that he

may preach to others the knowledge of

the Saviour which has come to him.

One of the most interesting occurrences

in our school every Sabbath morning is to

see these children who have never had a

Bible in their hands before this year, vie-

ing with each other as to the number of

Bible verses which they may be able to

recite.

THE SERVICES IX THE JAIL.

I regret that I have not another print

of the photograph of the jail in Giiines

to send with this letter. We hold services

there each Sabbath afternoon. Remem-
ber this meeting in your prayers. There

are about twenty prisoners there at a

time. The majority of them are colored;

very few can read or write
;
more fre-

quently than not they, are without shoes.

The}' come from among the lowest of the

people generally. But Jesus Christ came

to seek and to save just such men. Gen-

erally speaking, the Cuban people are a

very law-abiding and lovable people. It

is very rarely that we see a drunken man.

And yet, of course, in every country there

are vicious, classes. The men are always

very attentive and they join with us in

singing such simple words as they can

easily learn by heart when they cannot

read. Fruit has already been gathered

from the seed sown in these services.

Much of it, of course, may be like the

bread cast upon the waters. We may

never hear of any definite result in many,

many cases, for these prisoners are sent

here from all the surrounding towns

which are comprised in the municipality

of Giiines, as, for example, Catalina,

Palenque, Melena, San Nicolas, Las

Vegas, Xueva Paz, and other points. So

that when they go out they at least carry

with them to many other points the re-

membrance of kindness shown to them

while there, but also what they cannot

forget, whether they accept it or not, that

for the first time in their lives they have

heard that Jesus came to seek and to save

them. They also carry out with them
either a Testament, or if they read but

little, at least one of the portions of the

Bible printed in clear Spanish text, and

also illustrated tracts.

One young man who was released some

weeks ago, came to our house for some

hell) f° reach his home in Palos. When
he reached there he sent a most urgent

invitation for us to go and hold a service

in his mother’s home. It was several

weeks before it was possible to do so.

When we did, it was to meet a most cor-

dial reception and to find that he had in-

vited to their little home all their friends

and relatives. One of the most interest-

ing sights I ever witnessed was when he

asked his sister to read to his mother the

story of the Prodigal Son, which had so

touched his heart in the jail. As his sis-

ter read the story, occasionally I could see

a furtive tear steal down the mother’s

cheek, and several times this young reader

interspersed the reading of the story with

such remarks as “que triste!” (pro-

nounced “kay tristay,” meaning “how

sad”). Finally, as she finished the story,

she exclaimed, “Que linda,” meaning

“how beautiful,” as the father’s love was

shown in receiving back again his wan-

dering boy. But by this time the

mother’s face was buried in her apron.

Her own boy had returned not long be-

fore from the jail at Giiines. It was the

first time that those people had ever

heard that story. The Prodigal Son has
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become such an old story that perhaps

to some of us it may have lost its charm.

But it gives the story a new interest when

we see the effect it has on others who have

never heard it before.

There is another big colored man
whose sentence expired some weeks ago who

lives here in Giiines and who has been

attending the services regularly in the

chapel since. Last Sabbath night, for the

first time, he came to the little brother-

hood of prayers, in which seven or eight

of our men unite every Sabbath evening

just before the service to pray that

through the preaching of the Word the

hearts of other men may be touched, too.

After each of the other men had prayed,

and just before rising to go into the

chapel, I was surprised to hear him direct

a beautiful, touching and well-worded

prayer that God would convert other

hearts as he had turned his heart to Him.
This little band of prayers may seem a

very small thing to some of you in the

States, who perhaps can hardly under-

stand the terrible difficulties under which

we labor here, and to you who are so ac-

customed to hear the voices of laymen in

prayer. But it means much to us down
here to have this holding up of our hands

in prayer by those who have never been

accustomed to pray before. And how
wonderfully the Holy Spirit can teach

one to pray.

THE IMAGE OF CHRIST CARRIED THROUGH
THE STREETS.

There is one view I send which will

probably give an idea of the great work

yet to be done, and which will also show

what we have to contend against. This

picture is taken from one view which I

obtained of the crowd following the

Church procession on last Easter Sabbath

morning, and in the distance can be seen

the image of the Christ which was being

carried by the attendants. The same

scene will be enacted this year just on the

Sabbath following the one when you will

be reading this letter. The season of

Lent which preceded this and through

which we are now passing, instead of be-

ing a season of abstinence from worldly

gaiety, as with most Catholics in the

United States, in this country is the

season of great gaiety and dissipation.

Great public balls are given in the clubs

and halls every Sabbath night. A
Catholic by going to the confessional and

paying a “peseta” (or twenty cents) can

purchase a “bula,” or dispensation, which

will permit him to eat meat or take part

in some worldly dissipation during the

season of Lent. Therefore all this gaiety

is encouraged rather than otherwise, since

it becomes a source of income to the

Church. But, on the other hand, it is

also true that the people of Cuba have

largely lost their faith in the Catholic

Church, but they take part in all these

things as part of their national customs.

On the Thursday night before Good

Friday the priest washes before the altar

in their Church the feet of twelve boys.

This is supposed to represent the “wash-

ing of the Apostles’ feet by the Saviour.”

Then on the evening of Friday they carry
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through the streets a coffin supposed to

contain the body of the crucified Christ.

At midnight there is another procession

with a band of music, carrying the image

of the Virgin Mary, who is supposed to

be seeking her crucified Son. Easter

Sabbath morning the church bells com-

mence ringing furiously at 4:30 and

keep it up till 6 :30, which is the hour for

the mass. Somewhat after seven o’clock

the procession again sets out from the

church. This time it is in two divisions,

going in two directions, the one carrying

the Virgin Mary who is supposed to go to

the tomb, while the other division carries

the image of the risen Christ. This lat-

ter is simply the image of a naked man
with a loin cloth, while the mother of

Jesus is crowned as a queen, and has now
laid aside her garments of mourning and

is clothed in the royal purple. When the

two processions meet in the market place,

and Mary meets her Son, then there is a

great display of firecrackers by the Chinese

residents of that part of the town, made

as a tribute to the Christians’ idol, God.

I hope all this will burn into your hearts.

From one point of view it may all seem

very ridiculous
;
but at the same time it

is more than painful to see such idolatry

and at the same time such a desecration

of the Lord’s Day. And then think what

a travesty is all this of the simple story as

told in the Bible of the crucifixion week.

Is it any wonder that the Catholic Church

is losing its hold on the best people of the

island, and on those who have had any

education, since after four hundred years

in this island it has nothing better to offer

to the hungry soul than all these feasts

and empty ceremonies? This whole affair

concludes with another grand ball in the

evening which is called the “Resurrection

Ball.” What blasphemy

!

Another of the views which accom-

panies this letter is of the Virgin Mary

in a procession which has halted just in

front of our house. The Mission House

forms the background of the picture.

This procession occurred on another day

called “Santa Barbara Day,” being the

day of the Virgin Mary when she reap-

peared again on the earth as Santa Bar-

bara, the special patron saint of the col-

ored people.

And now let us pray that the Church

of Christ may be guided to see the

glorious opportunity which now lies open

before us. Rarely in missionary work

occurs such a critical juncture coupled

with such a glorious opportunity as we

have before us now in Cuba. These peo-

ple are capable of splendid enthusiasm

and are willing to suffer long in a cause

they love. This may be guided now by

God’s Spirit into a new channel. All of

South America lies before us. It is the

great neglected continent and groaning

under the bondage of Romish supersti-

tion. We need men who know the Span-

ish tongue and who understand the habits

of thought of the Latin races. Where

better can we find them than in this new

republic which God has raised up?

Let me conclude this with an appeal

that you will make mention in your
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prayers a petition for these who have not

had the opportunity to enjoy the gospel

light which you are enjoying to-day.

Many of our people now are reading the

Bible in their homes who never saw a

Bible before. Pray that the Holy Spirit

may bring the harvest from all this seed

which is being sown.

Yours in His name,

A. Waldo Stevenson.

THE OUTLOOK FOR MISSIONS IN
CHINA.

—The following article appeared in the

Missionary Herald for May, a special con-

tribution to that magazine by Rev. Arthur

H. Smith, D.D., of Pao-ting-fu. And,

with the permission of the Editorial

Secretary of the American Board, it is

transferred to the columns of Olive

Trees that all who are specially interested

in our work in China may have their

views of the present situation in that Em-
pire from an authoritative source.

—

China is in itself a vast empire com-

parable to Europe, so that it is in the

nature of the case impossible that any one

person should know it all, or be at any

given time familiar with all its conditions.

As a rule there are always extensive dis-

tricts which, if not in actual rebellion,

are more or less seriously disturbed, and

this is true at present. What is here to be

said relates, however, not to these abnor-

mal regions, but to the rest of the eighteen

provinces, in regard to which it may be

allowable to make certain rough general-

izations, based partly upon knowledge, but

largely derived from the reports which

find their way to eyes and ears that are

attent. It cannot be too often remarked

nor too strongly emphasized that the effi-

ciency of Christian missions as an agency

toward producing alterations in Chinese

conditions has, within recent years, been

proved by demonstrations which have at-

tracted the attention of the world. A con-

siderable part of “the world” does not, in-

deed, intend to be convinced against its

will, but the proof is not on this account

the less complete.

As a sample of diametrically opposite

opinions of recent writers on China may

be taken a sentence or two from “China

in Decay,” by Alexis Ivrausse (published

in 1898), and others from the latest work

of Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishop (published

in 1899). After mentioning that mis-

sionaries for “something like a hundred

years have forced their presence on the

Chinese against their will,” and that their

best efforts never come to anything worth

mentioning, Mr. Krausse says : “Is it not

time that the missionary farce was discon-

tinued? It has wrought enough mischief

in its time, and far better opening could

be found for the hundreds of thousands of

pounds which are annually wasted in

futile effort to regenerate the Chinaman.”

After explaining how from absolute in-

difference, if not hostility, to Missions she

was converted to become their steadfast

friend by the obvious necessity for them,

Mrs. Bishop says (“The Yangtzu Valley

and Beyond, p. 523) : “While making

careful inquiries into Mission work, both

from the workers and from outsiders, and

comparing the present status and conduct

of Chinese converts with what they were

when I was in China twenty years ago, I

formed certain opinions on Protestant

Missions in China, which I now place

briefly before my readers. At this time

Missions constitute so important a factor

in the awakening of the empire that no

sensible or thoughtful person can ignore

them without sacrificing his reputation

for both sense and thoughtfulness. If I

venture to write of myself at all in con-

nection with the subject, it is but to say

that I am not an enthusiast regarding the

subject, but soberly believe that to Teach
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all nations’ is the path of duty and of

hope.”

The following year there was a mighty

increment in the cumulative testimony as

to what Christianity can do in the mak-

ing of Chinese martyrs, as well as in fur-

nishing types of Christian character

worthy of the Church in any age. It has

never been denied that the publications of

Protestant missionaries, and especially

those issued by the Society for the Diffu-

sion of Christian and Useful Knowledge,

were largely instrumental in that enlight-

enment of the Chinese mind which re-

sulted in the abortive reform movement of

1898. This organization is engaged in

the work of scattering light on a much
larger scale than hitherto. In its recent

report at its annual meeting it Avas an-

nounced that the sales of its own books

for the year amounted to more than

$32,000 (silver), or some $5,000 more

than the totals for the three preceding

years combined
;
the aggregate value of all

books sold being $62,685. It is a certain

attestation of the value of the Society that

the most intelligent and most influential

Chinese in the empire are among its con-

tributors. The late Governor General of

the two “river provinces,” Liu K’in Yi,

sent $200; two Go\rernors of provinces

$500 each; the Governor of the province

in which Shanghai is situated presented

$1,000 ;
and the liberal-minded Chang

Chih Tung, the author of “China’s Only

Hope,” forwarded $3,000. The greatly

increased sales of books are not confined

to this Society. The same is true of the

Bible societies, and all the Mission presses

ha\-e been greatly overworked. The prin-

cipal one in China, and perhaps the largest

in the Avorld, that of the American Pres-

byterian Mission, has been obliged to en-

large its quarters materially, and the

Methodist societies from America, North

and South, are opening a neAv establish-

ment Avhich will almost certainly have all

that it can do from the start.

Another fact of importance is the ac-

cess of missionaries to persons of influ-

ence in a degree heretofore comparatively

rare. To this many causes have con-

tributed. During the transition period in

Peking there were many missionaries in

positions where they were able to be of

great service to the Chinese in assisting to

restore quiet, and to prevent the evils of

military occupation. The relatively good

conduct of the British and the American

troops, certainly when compared with

anything the Chinese had e\Ter expe-

rienced from their . own soldiery, was a

not unimportant factor in securing good

will among many Chinese, despite the in-

evitable miseries of the time. The recent

ostentatiously cordial relations established

between the Empress Dowager and the

ladies of the ATarious legations, particu-

larly that of the United States, which has

been folloAved bv a similar hospitality on

the part of Manchu princes and prin-

cesses, is a fact of perhaps \rery little im-

portance as exhibiting the real feelings

of the Manchu rulers of China. But the

ultimate as well as the incidental results

of this complete breakdown of barriers

hitherto impassable, no one is prophetic

enough to foresee.

It is a matter of capital importance

that, especially since the Boxer troubles,

the Chinese have learned as never before

clearly to discriminate betAveen Roman

Catholics and Protestants. As the in-

evitable result of that policy of dictation

and interference which the Roman

Catholic authorities scorn to defend and

refuse to modify, this great organization

is in China concentrating upon itself an

amount of hatred and bitterness of which

outsiders can have but an imperfect ap-

prehension. Proofs of this amounting to

practical demonstration might easily be
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adduced sufficient to fill an essay. In the

probable conflict with that hierarchy it is

of great moment that the Chinese should

not confuse two branches of the Christian

Church which are, in fact, so different in

method and in aim. In an interview held

between a few representatives of Protest-

ant missions and Prince Ch’ing, the lat-

ter informed his visitors that he was well

acquainted with this distinction, and

added, thoughtfully, “The Protestants

have never made us any trouble.” The

insincerity of Manchus and of Chinese

prevents the quotation either of their ad-

missions or of their allegations as proof,

unless supported, as in this instance they

are, by abundant collateral evidence; but

the remark was made voluntarily, and ap-

peared to be sincere. It is at least the

simple truth.

There has recently been organized in

Shanghai a China Missionary Alliance,

which is meant to be a ready and an effi-

cient means of intercommunication be-

tween all the Protestant missionaries who

choose to join it. One of its earliest acts

has been to vote a resolution setting forth

its strong disapproval of all participation

in Chinese law cases, except by the

foreign missionary himself in instances

where he perceives that persecution of

Christians as such is intended. The de-

nunciation of the misuse of the name of

the Church is so vigorous and so uncom-

promising that a missionary of extended

experience has attacked it in the leading

journal of Shanghai as a virtual throw-

ing of the Christians “to the lions.” The

utterance will at least serve to make every

official who sees it aware that he is deal-

ing with a body of foreigners who posi-

tively refuse to interfere with the autono-

my of China. One of the natural

outcomes of the deliverance of China

from its “invaders” has been a marked

revival of the strong national spirit of the

Chinese. Confucianism is seen to be in

imminent danger. A friendly Chinese

scholar told a Christian, who repeated the

remark to the writer of this paper, that

heretofore Confucianists had regarded

Christianity as liable to mislead only the

baser and ignorant classes of China.

From this dream they have been rudely

awakened to find their citadel itself about

to be stormed. To its support they have

instinctively and immediately rallied, and

it is the order of the highest authority

in the empire that all students in Govern-

ment schools and colleges must pay the

formal reverence to the tablet of Confu-

cius which law and custom, itself but an-

other form of law, require. The insist-

ence on this rule has resulted in the re-

tirement of Dr. Hayes and all the

Chinese Christian staff of six from the

Shantung College. The unique institu-

tion at T’ai Yuan Fu, the capital of

Shansi, built and endowed with funds

that would otherwise have gone to in-

demnity for Missions, is on a different

footing, and is itself one of the most in-

teresting experiments in Chinese educa-

tion. The result of the pronounced atti-

tude of the Government will be to add

vigor and put life into every one of the

numerous Christian colleges scattered

from Canton to Peking, the extent of

the influence of which cannot be

measured. The importance of the work

done in these institutions by the Young
Men’s Christian Association and the Stu-

dent Volunteer Movement becomes more

evident each year, and in the immediate

future will no doubt greatly increase.

The various missionary societies have

resumed their work after the Boxer cata-

clysm on a better basis than before, and

in the main on a larger scale. In Peking,

Pao-ting-fu, and Tung-eho, particularly,

the present Mission plant is incomparably

superior to that of three years since. In
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Tientsin, fonr contiguous Protestant Mis-

sions will undoubtedly be forced to leave

their sites (owing to the overlordship of

the French settlement), to the ultimate

great advantage of them all.

It ought to be emphasized that the

present generation of missionary recruits,

coming largely from the Student Volun-

teers, is far better qualified for early and

effective work than was the case thirty

years ago.

There is a strong tide setting toward

practical union among Mission societies

in China which has only begun to show

what it can and will do. Its results will

be most important and far-reaching.

While there is a feeling of exacerbation

on the part of the Chinese officials, and

the people also, against foreigners as

such, on account of the heavy pressure of

the indemnity taxes, especially of the

lawless squeezing done in its name, it ap-

pears to be a fact that missionary life in

China, largely in consequence of the de-

termined stand of the British Govern-

ment in the case of the Hunan outrage,

was never safer than now. The official

class greatly fear for their own security

in office, and even for their lives, in case

of willful murder of any foreigner. It

is no longer possible (if indeed it ever

was so) to discriminate between protec-

tion for the missionary and for other for-

eigners, the number of whom tends

rapidly to increase. Inland navigation,

mines, and railways will greatly increase

the risks of collision between China and

other powers, unless the magistrates

throughout the empire exert themselves

to prevent it.

It is not necessary to speak fully of

the political outlook in the Chinese Em-
pire, which has long been confused, and

in a high degree uncertain. But what-

ever it may now be, or may later become,

it is not an essential factor in the duty

of the American churches toward China.

We are to go on with more energy and

more faith than ever before. Every ob-

jection against the practicability and the

success of the work has been, as never be-

fore, repeatedly answered by pertinent,

objective, and indisputable facts. It is

proposed to hold the next great confer-

ence of China missionaries in 1907, the

anniversary of the landing of Robert

Morrison, the first Protestant missionary

to this land. It will be a notable gather-

ing, and the contrasts between then and

now will fix the attention of the thinking

world. Is it not inexplicable that many
timid ones and many worldly ones in the

home churches should select this time to

urge a pause in further efforts in China?

Those who have a wider knowledge of the

past, a deeper insight into the present,

and a keener foresight into the not dis-

tant future will listen to no such counsels,

but will everywhere use their influence

against any hesitant halt, and on the con-

trary for a strong, united advance to the

struggles and the triumphs of the years

which are yet to come.

THE REIGN OF CHRIST.

Christ should reign in the trade-marts.

The commerce of the world belongs to

Him. The day of triumph comes on

apace. Messiah the Prince shall purge the

realm of business, and the regenerating

forces which He shall set in motion will

work out a grand problem, the solution of

which will hold the nations in profoundest

amazement, and set all heaven in rapture.

What a change is made in the counting-

room, in the sales-room, in the factory and

workshop, and on the deck of the ship,

when Christ is taken into partnership, or,

rather, when Jesus is constituted the whole

firm

,

furnishing all the capital, enact-

ments, and plans of the business. It will

be blessed when commerce throughout the
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globe is made tributary to the Cross, and

its great magazines of strength fully laid

under contribution to the kingdom of

Messiah. Individual examples, pure and

noble in their character, stand out here

and there, as types of what is to be re-

vealed in coming years, and, as we trust,

not far distant years. Then will our

stricken world be covered with more than

Eden-glories
;
it will burn with Messianic

splendors. When Christ’s reign of right-

eousness shall be fully set up in the heart

it will effectually explode the sophisms of

formality. Formality whispers in the ear

of the business man, “You must do busi-

ness like other men, else you cannot suc-

ceed !” This is the old Satanic utterance,

breathed through human lips, “When
you are in Rome, do as Rome does.” That

may do for the accommodating spirit of

worldliness, but it will not do for divine

Christianity. Modern professional Chris-

tianity goes out on that line, “Oh, it will

not do to be singular, we might as well go

out of the world, as to hold to such a

straight line !” How often do we hear

such pleas put forth, in the interest of

compromise, in deference to a false

standard which, sadly enough, prevails too

largely. It is a sophism.

Earnest Christianity lays down at the

outset, as the fundamental law, the

declared purpose of Christ’s redemption

:

“Who gave Himself for us that He might

redeem us from all iniquity, and purify

unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of

good works.”

A peculiar people ! Ah, that is the fun-

damental thought. The purifying blood

is to make us peculiar, to dig an impass-

able gulf betwixt us and the world, so

that we shall stand out separate and dis-

tinct from the world, so strongly as to

brave its scorn if need be. “What, in

business?” say you. Yes, in business as

well as everything else. The holy business

man, the entirely holy business man, dares

to stand up erect in the glory of his re-

deemed manhood, and say, with emphasis,

I must do business for Christ only ! And,

if the alternative be sternly presented,

“Do business like other men, or fail,” he

makes his election to fail. Almshouse fare

is preferable to such a man, with Christ,

rather than a prosperous business, and a

palatial residence without Christ.

In Christ’s kingdom each citizen there-

of will conform business to plain Bible

rules. What are those rules ? Is it a fact

that the Bible prescribes rules for the con-

duct of secular business? It certainly

does. They are few and simple, but com-

prehensive and powerful. Carried out

they would revolutionize the whole busi-

ness realm. They are three in number

:

1. “Whether therefore ye eat or drink,

or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of

God.” (1 Cor. x. 31.) That word “what-

soever” overlays the whole realm of busi-

ness, and “the glory of God” is the all-

controlling object.

2. “Therefore all things whatsoever ye

would that men should do to you, do ye

even so to them: for this is the law and

the prophets.” (Matt, vii. 12.)

Let this rule be inscribed on the walls

of every counting-room, warehouse, fac-

tory and workshop, and see what it would

do. How it would demolish human
selfishness, and end the reign of trickery,

sharp-dealing, and fraud, in all the

myriad forms which now hold high carni-

val. No more oppressing the hireling in

his wages; no more growing rich on the

sweat and blood of sewing girls and

widows, who burn the midnight oil over

their heavy tasks, and that for a paltry

pittance; no more driving sharp bargains

in purchase or exaggerated statements in

the sale of goods. Heaven let the good

time come soon

!

3. “Not slothful in business; fervent in
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spirit; serving the Lord.” (Rom. xii.,

11 .)

Here is the divine order in the realm of

business, a happy conjunction, diligence

in secular employments, joined with fer-

vency of spirit, the whole unto the Lord,

“serving the Lord.”

He who constantly carries about with

him an indwelling Christ will enter upon

no new undertaking, the building of a

store or factory, or workshop, the con-

struction of machinery, or the purchase of

a stock of merchandise, without first ask-

ing counsel of "heaven. The breath of

prayer will pervade the counting-room, the

factory, and the salesroom. It may not be

heard, but it is down in the depths of the

heart, and elicits the divine benediction.

Business thus conducted is grand.

Jesus reigns supreme. His love and

praise burn along every avenue. His glory

constitutes the aim of every movement.

His presence and aid lighten the pressure

of every-day life; indeed, He carries all

the burdens of the establishment. If

prosperity comes, He is praised; if adver-

sity comes, it is still praise. Business in

such circumstances is a joy and glory.

Every thought, word and act Godward.

Love in the counting-room, in the factory,

in the workshop, love everywhere.

Oh, beloved merchants of the Lord,

traders of the Lord, mechanics of the

Lord, assert your manhood ! Away with

the earth groveling. Up, above the low

marshes and the muck-rake policy; up

into a purer atmosphere, to more luminous

altitudes; up, link your business to the

cross; crown Jesus “Lord of all” in the

trade-marts. Let “Holiness unto the

Lord” be upon the bells of the horses,

and upon the colors at the mast-head, of

every merchant-ship !

—

Selected.

FREE MASONRY.
—In a pile of old clippings we find the

following clearly stated objections to

Masonry. We do not know the name of

the author nor the date of its first publi-

cation, but probably, as it is credited to a

Chicago paper, it was written at the time

when Mr. Dwight L. Moody’s incisive

condemnation of Free Masonry and all

other secret, oath-bound associations, as

inconsistent with the genius of Chris-

tianity, was calling out a good deal of

newspaper controversy.

—

We admit, and always have fully con-

ceded, that the Masonic order has many

admirable features of character, and

teaches a pure code of morals. Nor have

we any more sympathy with the virulent

and slanderous abuse heaped upon it in

some quarters than has our Masonic con-

tributor. But the fact that Masonry is a

religious system, exceeding every other in

the impressive character of its religious

rites and ceremonials, and that it offers

salvation through the practice of its rites

and precepts, is an indisputable fact. If

salvation can come to the soul through

the channels of the morality taught by

Masonry, then there is no need for the

Christian religion. The objection we

make to it is that it teaches salvation

without Christ, and is therefore anti-

Christian. It quite as fully meets the re-

ligious aspirations of the soul as Roman-

ism or Buddhism does, but it does not

meet them in the only way that is accept-

able to the Author of the soul and of im-

mortality. We do not believe that a man

can win heaven by the practice of morals,

nor even of the highest Christian virtues.

On the contrary, we think that the purest

moralist, and even the truest Christian, is

the heaviest debtor to God—in debt to

violated justice, and in debt for the gifts

of grace, so that there is no salvation for

him but in the sacrifice of Christ. All

this is in antagonism to theoretical

Masonry, hence we are constrained to op-
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pose Masonry. We do not dispute our

contributor’s propositions. We are quite

ready to admit that no other religious sys-

tem, aside from Christianity, stands so

high in the character of its membership,

and in the charity and fraternal love

which prevails among them, and in the

purity and elevation of its moral and

social principles. But we are not going to

direct people in the wrong road because of

the beauty of its scenery and the gentle-

ness of its grades. There are hundreds of

good Christian people who differ with us

on this subject, and we respect them while

we oppose them.

THROUGH DEFEAT TO CONQUEST.
In Guido’s painting of Michael and the

Dragon, the archangel stands upon the

fallen foe, holding a drawn sword—vic-

torious and supreme
;
but the monster be-

neath him yet lives. It cowers and

writhes. It dares not lift up its head, but

it is not yet slain. This is a symbol of

the conquest of grace over the old nature

in the best of us. It is not dead, though

under our feet. The old evil must be got-

ten out, and every experience of sifting

should leave us a little purer. Thus even

our falls, if we are Christ’s, make us

holier. Peter came a new man from his

denial. He lost much of the evil of his

old nature on that battle-field of Shame.
Much of the grandeur and power of his

after-life came out of that costly lesson.

It is often so in Christian life. “The
oyster mends its shell with a pearl.”

Where the ugly wound was the rich gem
comes, hiding the scar and making it a

spot of lustrous beauty. Under the great

Healer’s gentle care, sins that we repent

of, forsake and overcome, leave pearls

where there were flaws. Evil habits con-

quered become gems of character. Our
very mistakes and our sins, if we repent

of them, will help in the growth and up-

building of our character. “We can make

wrong the seed of right and righteousness.

We can transmute error into wisdom. We
can make sorrows bloom into a thousand

forms like fragrant flowers.” Our very

falls, through the grace and tender love of

Christ, become new births to our souls.

In the hot fires of penitence we leave the

dross and come forth as pure gold. But

we must remember that it is Christ only

who can make our sins yield blessing. It

was his look of love that night, after

Peter’s denial, that saved the fallen dis-

ciple. Longfellow says of Peter’s sifting

:

“One look of that pale, suffering face

Will make us feel the deep disgrace

Of weakness;

We shall be sifted till the strength

Of self-conceit be changed at length

To meekness.

“Wounds of the soul, though healed, will

ache;

The reddening scars remain, and make

Confession

;

Lost innocence returns no more;

We are not what we were before

Transgression.

“But noble souls through dust and heat

Rise from disaster and defeat

The stronger;

And conscious still of the divine

Within them, lie on earth supine

No longer.”

—Westminster Teacher.

“THY FATHER WHICH SEETH IN
SECRET.”

Five times does Jesus, in His brief dis-

course (Matt, vi.), impress us with God’s

secret supervision of our acts. No indi-

vidual, however obscure his position, is

overlooked. Every pledge is a matter of

record, and its fulfillment is exacted to
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the minutest fraction, and many good

Christians may find the secret of their

financial reverses in ?m-fulfilled pledges.

The coin which was fished from the sea at

Christ’s command illustrates God’s om-

niscience in matters of detail, and the fol-

lowing remarkable incident, which we

know to be literally true, is also to the

point. Some years ago a young man, who
had pledged one-tenth of a small salary to

religion and charily

,

was accosted by a

poor widow, a stranger, who was in vital

need of $10 to save her furniture from

seizure for rent. The day was nearly

spent, and so was her faith and strength.

Part of the sum she had begged. “How
much do you lack ?” “I don’t know,” said

she; “it is here tied up in my handker-

chief.” The coins were spread out and

counted, and amounted to $7.89. The

young man then proceeded to count his

little hoard of consecrated money, and to

his amazement found it precisely $2.11,

the balance needed. “My good woman,

take it,” said he; “the Lord, whose guid-

ance you say you asked, has directed your

steps to me with a sight draft for the

amount of His money in my possession to

the very cent.”

PSALMS, VERSIONS AND POETS.

Editor Olive Trees: I am very glad

to see that our beloved missionary of the

Tarsus Mission is quite a poet; and if he

do not grow weary in well-doing, after a

while he may be able to give to the psalm-

singing churches a much better version

than that now in common use. And yet I

question very much if it would excel that

of Bishop Mant, D.D. And so I will copy

his version of the same 121st Psalm which

was versified by Rev. J. R. Dodds:

psalm cxxi.

1 To the hills I lift mine eyes.

Whence the beams of health arise:

2 From the Lord my health is given.

Maker He of earth and heaven.

3 He will hold secure thy foot.

He that keeps thee slumbers not.

4 Slumbers not, behold, nor sleeps

He whose care His Israel keeps.

5 God shall keep thee; God shall spread

Round thee His protecting shade.

6 Thee nor sun by day shall smite,

Nor the chilling moon by night.

7 God from ill shall keep thee whole;

He shall still preserve thy soul;

8 And where’er thy footsteps tend,

Still abroad at home defend.

—Copied by N. R. J.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

The Arya Messenger
,
commenting on the census report of the United Provinces,

pathetically deplores the condition of the widows :
“ Widows below the marriage-

able age are about 5,000 in number in the United Provinces alone. No comments

are needed. The state is really so bad that none can remain unmoved by the pitiable

and miserable condition of widows. Widows of one year’s age, 400
;
below five

years, 220
;

from five to ten years of age, 1,094 ;
from ten to twenty years, 3,000.

The number of widows who are above the marriageable age is also very large, and

at once excites a great astonishment : from twenty to forty years of age, 5,042
;

from forty to sixty years of age, 109,116; above sixty years, 60,358.” Be it noted

that this is not the colored representation of a prejudiced missionary, but the sincere

expression of a patriotic Indian naturally desirous to make the best showing he pos-

sibly can for his people and for his country.—Indian Witness.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—All communications intended for

Olive Trees should be addressed to

E. M. SOMMERVILLE,

327 West 56th Street,

New York.

—This number of Olive Trees will be

in the hands of its readers the week of

Synod, and they should be much in prayer

that the Holy Spirit may preside in that

assembly of the elders, preventing mis-

takes and directing to conclusions that

will be for the glory of God. There may

be wide difference of opinion on many

subjects, but under His leadership and

control the result of the deliberations will

be the peace and prosperity of the Church.

—Dr. W. M. Moore, of Cyprus, and Miss

Lizzie McNaughton, of Mersina, Asia

Minor, will probably be at the Synod. A
letter of April 29th from Palermo, Sicily,

reported the whole part}', including Mrs.

Moore and three children, in good health.

They expected to reach Naples, Italy, May
1st, and would arrange, if possible, to

leave Southampton, England, about the

fifteenth of that month. This ar-

rangement should bring them to New
York in good time. But, going to press

in advance of the regular day of issue, we

cannot give the exact date of arrival.

These devoted missionaries will have a

cordial welcome after an absence of nearly

ten years. Every one interested in the

work of the Syrian Mission will pray that

the well-earned rest of a few months and

pleasant association with beloved friends

in the home land may give them new vigor

and impulse for another decade of service

in their respective fields of labor.

Since the foregoing note was in type, a

cable informs us that Dr. Moore and

party sailed from England May 13, 1903,

by steamship Majestic, of the White Star

Line.

—Since last report, Olive Trees has

received one contribution toward the

salary of pastors’ missionary

:

Eev. B. M. Sharp, McKeesport, Pa.$20.00

—The Young People’s Central E. P.

Mission Band of the Central Allegheny

Church has contributed $33 for Foreign

Missions. This offering has been handed

to the Treasurer.

—On the first Sabbath of May a pack-

age containing the following letter was

deposited in the collection box, addressed

to the minister of Second New York

:

“Inclosed you will find seventy dollars.

Twenty I wish given to Mr. Clark who,

on last Lord’s Day, pleaded so fervently

for funds for a church building in Chi-

cago in order to carry on the Lord’s work

more extensively. The remaining fifty

dollars I ask you to kindly distribute

among the different Missions of the De-

formed Presbyterian Church as their

needs seem to require.

“Yours for the Master’s cause,
“ ‘His Workmanship.’ ”

After handing Mr. Clark twenty dol-

lars, the balance was appropriated as fol-

lows, and we hold receipts from the

Treasurers :

Syrian Mission $20.00

Chinese Mission 10.00

Indian Mission 10.00

Southern Mission 10.00

—The Fleming H. Eevell Company has

sent us The Educational Conquest of the
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Far East. By Robert E. Lewis, M.A.

Price

,

$1 net.

The purpose of this book, as the author

tells his readers, is “to exhibit the growth

and present status of education in the

Far East, and to draw attention to its

problems and possibilities. * * * The

chief sources of information have been

personal investigations at the leading

Japanese seats of learning, visitation of

the fift3r high schools and colleges in

China, and interviews with over two hun-

dred government and missionary educa-

tors, native and foreign.”

The value of the work may be gathered

from the opinions of men specially quali-

fied to pronounce upon its merits. These

are given in the introduction. President

K. Ibuka, of the Meiji Gakuin, Tokio,

says : “Mr. Lewis has not only consulted

all government reports and publications,

as well as numerous works bearing on the

subject, but he has also spent several

months in the country visiting its princi-

pal seats of learning and holding inter-

views with both prominent educators and

students. And the result is a most clear,

concise and comprehensive account of the

subject. So far as I am aware, there is

no other work in the English language

that gives such a thorough and lucid state-

ment of what has been done and is being

done by the State for the development and

elevation of the people.” Mr. R. S.

Miller, of the American Legation, Tokio,

says : “Numbers of able men have given

their strength to the working out of the

problems of modern education in Japan.
* * * But nowhere, I believe, will the

results be found so carefully collected and

so full}' elaborated as in Mr. Lewis’ work.

He has placed many a resident in Japan

under obligation to him for his painstak-

ing investigations, and his work is to be

recommended to any person desirous of

making a thorough study of the actual

conditions of affairs in Japan.” Dr.

Arthur H. Smith, author of China in Con-

vulsion, says : “It is evident that nothing

but intellectual and moral forces will avail

to change in any material degree the

modes of thought, and especially the

mode of life of those who have been nour-

ished in a venerable and profoundly influ-

ential Confucianism. It is not enough to

point out its defects; we must so present

what we have to offer that this unwelcome

task shall accomplish itself. The magni-

tude of the undertaking will be better ap-

preciated by those who have studied the

interesting presentation of it by Mr.

Lewis, whose opinions are in the line of

the best thought of the soundest thinkers

on the subject. It is greatly to be hoped

that this book will have not only a wide

reading, especially by the students and

young people of English-speaking lands,

but that it may lead some of them to wish

to invest their life influence where it may
be potentially efficient, possibly on a great

scale and for long periods of time.”

We hope that this volume will have a

wide circulation among the students of

our own Church. And these opinions of

eminent men, familiar with the subject

that it discusses, will do far more than

anything we could say to commend it to

their attention.

—Olive Trees has also received from

this firm Medical Missions ; Teaching and

Healing. By Louise C. Purington, M.D.

Price, 10 cents, net.

If the members of the Reformed Pres-

byterian Church would buy and read this

little pamphlet, they would at once give

the money needed to put into the field two

more female missionaries who are thor-

oughly trained in their profession and,

eager to lay their talents at the feet of the

Lord, are asking an appointment. Think

and pray and act.
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